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Fernando De Maio, PhD, is vice president of health equity research and data use at the American Medical 
Association’s Center for Health Equity, and a professor of sociology at DePaul University. He was born in 
Buenos Aires, Argentina. He received a BA (Hons.) degree in Sociology and Economics from the University 
of Toronto, and his MA (Sociology and Health Studies) and PhD (Sociology) degrees from the University of 
Essex.

His research and teaching interests lie primarily within medical sociology and social epidemiology, 
with a focus on the concept of structural violence. His work has been guided by the notion of ‘radical 
statistics’—the idea that statistical analysis can be used to not just describe the world, but to change 
it. He is the author of Health & Social Theory (Palgrave Macmillan, 2010) and Global Health Inequities 
(Palgrave Macmillan, 2014), and co-editor of Latin American Perspectives on the Sociology of Health and 
Illness (Routledge, 2018), Community Health Equity: A Chicago Reader (University of Chicago Press, 2019), 
and most recently, Unequal Cities: Structural Racism and the Death Gap in America’s Largest Cities (Johns 
Hopkins University Press, 2021). His work has appeared in the New England Journal of Medicine, the Journal 
of Epidemiology of Community Health, Critical Public Health, the Journal of the American Medical Association 
and other health care and social science journals.

He served as a founding co-director of the DePaul – Rush Center for Community Health Equity from 
2014 to 2022. He has received the Dr. Steve Whitman Research Award from Health and Medicine Policy 
Research Group for “promoting social justice and challenging inequities in health and health care” and 
the Cortelyou-Lowery Award for excellence from the College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences at DePaul 
University.  


